Macomb County Fire Prevention Association
Minutes for the meeting of May 10, 2011

Call to order at 11:38 AM

Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of: Chief Dan Wilhelm Melvindale Fire Department and FM John Hager from Taylor. They gave a short synopsis of the current downriver task force. They spoke of the bylaws, how things run how responsibilities were split etc.

They said each host city was responsible for their own investigation; the task force was brought in only to assist the investigation. FM Hager said if the host city was unable to do the investigation due to their investigator being out of town, a neighboring city could do the investigation. He said the city with the fire is responsible for collecting and preserving the evidence and the chain of custody for the evidence.

They said if the city has a fire and requests the team a pager or text is sent out and the number of team members is requested and the first team members call back are the ones who respond.

They said the investigations are run like a team, meaning a higher ranking officer could be taking orders from a lower ranking officer depending on the task he was given. They spoke of the success of the team due to multiple eyes looking at the scene; they also spoke of scene safety with multiple investigators on the scene. They spoke of multiple opinions and multiple ways of doing things being discussed at the scene, put the best way to handle the common goal. FM Hager left his phone number 313-363-0651. He also left his E-Mail jhager@ci.taylor.mi.us he said feel free to contact him with any questions. They also spoke of the team's success was due to the fact that they checked their egos at the door.

Break for lunch

Treasurers report: balance of $5033.38

New business
 Motion by Greg Thomas seconded by multiple people donation of $300 to the arson dog in Grand Haven Township pending tax ID numbers received

Detroit Free Press requested an interview about marijuana growing fires that was forwarded to Chuck Callawert
Old business:

 NFPA online was available on a trial basis communities interested in them are: Clinton, Lenox, Roseville, Macomb, Shelby, Bloomfield, and Eastpointe. We need 10 to make a go of this at the discounted price.

Health Safety Systems are still hanging bogus tags on systems be on the lookout

Next meeting is June 14

Roundtable discussion:

Double fatal fire in Ira Township was discussed, cause was an unattended cigarette complicated by no battery in the smoke detector. Suppression crews did an excellent job locating and transporting the victims.

Secretary was scolded for lack of a timely dissemination of the minutes.

Adjourned at 1:20 PM
